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Upcoming Sabbatical
Fifteen years ago, in January 2005, we welcomed
Neil Amstutz as team leader for the Waterford
Mennonite Church pastoral team. This means it is
time for us to release Neil to take a sabbatical for
refreshment and renewal. Ministry Leadership
Council has approved Neil being away from April 20
through July 26. Over the next weeks there will be
more information about Neil’s time away and how
his ministry responsibilities will be covered here.
— Rachel Stoltzfus, Congregational Chair





Participating in a quarterly gathering at Camp
Friedenswald within the Ministry Integrity
Circles program. This program, offered through
AMBS’s Church Life Center, brings together
cohorts of Mennonite pastors experiencing some
kind of transition in their life, for the purpose of
support, self-awareness, discernment and growth.
Extended unstructured “down time” for reading
and renewal

Grace and blessings to Waterford Mennonite Church,
Neil Amstutz, Pastoral Team Leader

Finding renewal and growth:
Once again I’m filled with gratitude for the
generosity of Waterford as a congregation providing
for the longer-term support of its pastors through
having a sabbatical leave policy in place. I have
indeed been finding some of my ministry energy
flagging in the past few months, and I greatly look
forward to the precious opportunity to renew body,
mind and spirit in a 14-week renewal leave this
spring/summer, as Rachel Stoltzfus introduced
above.
In broad strokes the major events or highlights of
this time away for me will include:






Being fully present for son Jesse’s Goshen
College graduation
Preparing for Jesse and Norah’s wedding in May,
both as a parent and as the officiating minister
Visiting my 94-year-old mother in Kansas,
before visiting our son Matthew in Colorado
A four-day solitude retreat at Rocky Mountain
Mennonite Camp in Colorado
Participating in a five-day Men’s Rites of
Passage experience in Colorado, seeking deeper
self-knowledge within male spirituality

Thank You From Mennonite Men
As part of our tithing of the funds raised for our
Welcoming Spaces 3.0 project, we donated $5,000 to
Mennonite Men’s JoinHands Mennonite Church
Building Program. This program helps low income
congregations build a meeting house.
“Mennonite Men express their sincere appreciation
for your current gift of $5,000. This gift will be used
by JoinHands Mennonite Church Building program
to provide grants for a number of newly accepted
applications. Our next grant of $40,000 goes to
Centro de Alabanza in Philadelphia, Pa., a Hispanic
congregation in Franconia Conference. After that,
our next $40,000 grant will go to the International
Bethel City Church, Portland, Ore., a multicultural
(primarily Congolese) congregation in Pacific
Northwest Mennonite Conference.
“Your gift will help us in our goal to raise $150,000
for our next four projects.”
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The W aterford Buzz is
normally published weekly
for members of Waterford
Mennonite Church. Items
for inclusion should be
given to the editor by 5
p.m. Monday preceding
publication.
Janet Shoemaker,
Interim editor
buzz@waterfordchurch.org

The Mennonite Subscriptions

Thank You From MCC

It is time to renew our group subscription
to The Mennonite magazine. The
Mennonite is a monthly magazine featuring
voices from across the AnabaptistMennonite world. Through Bible studies,
feature articles, columns and more, The
Mennonite is hosting a robust conversation
about what it means to be an Anabaptist
follower of Christ today.

As we begin our centennial year, on behalf
of the 453 partners of Mennonite Central
Committee in 53 countries around the
world, we thank our friends and supporters
at Waterford Mennonite for the many ways
you assist in the relief, development and
peace work of MCC. We recognize the
value of your prayer support, your
assistance with material resources and
volunteering at thrift shops, meat canning,
and relief sales – and are grateful for your
financial contributions of $4,082.01 in
2019.

You will find a renewal form in your
mailbox this Sunday, which includes FAQs
about the merger of The Mennonite and
Mennonite World Review. If you are
interested in renewing your subscription to
The Mennonite or joining our group plan,
please fill out this form and return it with
your payment to the church office mailbox
by Sunday, March 29, 2020. New
subscribers can receive a one-year
subscription for the discounted rate of $30.

Thank you for all your support as we look
forward to the next 100 years of sharing
God’s love and compassion in the name of
Christ. Please visit mcc.org for more
inspirational stories of hope provided by
your assistance in this work.
—Les Gustafson-Zook, MCC Great Lakes

Facilities and Finance thanks everyone for your continued generosity in your monetary
gifts. As of February 29, ten months into this fiscal year which ends April 30, our giving
toward the Waterford budget totaled $662,215. Our YTD expense budget through February
is $688,986, so we are $26,771 less than where we would like to be. At this rate, giving will
be $32,374 below budget by year end. To make up for this, our giving for the months of
March and April would need to increase by 24%, or average about $19,000 per week.
Thank you again for your generous spirit in our congregation’s ministries.

