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Announcement from SOS  
(Serving Our Schools): 

Elkhart County Schools have organized a big mask-

making project through the 4-H.  They are needing 

about 26,000 masks for the beginning of school.  

There are sites all over the county where people can 

pick up patterns and materials for making 24 masks.  

Goshen College New International 

Student Welcome Basket 

In early July, Waterford Mennonite Women again 

received our annual request from Goshen College to 

provide contents for a Welcome Basket for a first 

time international student. This year’s email from 

Dan Koop, GC International Student Adviser, came 

with the following caveat: “I’m writing to you this 

year in unusual times for us all. We do have a larger 

group of new international students … but we’re still 

very unsure how many will actually be able to get 

visas and travel arrangements to come [by the end of 

July]. Because of this, we will likely not need the 

usual number of baskets. We will be starting classes 

earlier this year and these students will need to do a 

quarantine, so the timeline is a bit compressed. For 

this reason, we’d love to have the baskets delivered 

to campus by July 30.”  

 We look forward to this request each year, 

and save colorful comforters from our monthly com-

forter knotting for this project. Some years, with the 

congregation’s generous involvement, we have as-

sembled as many as 4 baskets.  The basket contents 

are based on what is hard to transport in a suitcase, 

what is hard to find outside the US (80” single bed 

sheets; proper type of electrical plugs, etc.), and what 

will help students feel more at ease as they find their 

way through jet lag and orientation. First-time inter-

national students (often at great sacrifice by their  

Because of the need to simplify shopping and col-

lecting this year, one person used MW funds to 

make these purchases.  

families) work hard to get here. The first hours on 

campus can be lonely and bewildering. Instead of 

arriving to an empty dorm room, these students re-

ceive a basket, graciously offered by people from 

their new community. Perhaps the most welcoming 

item included in the basket is a handwritten note 

from the congregation inviting the student to visit 

Waterford sometime during fall semester.  

We do not know what this fall holds, but please join 

us in praying for these aspiring students who are 

dealing with so many uncertainties. 

 — Dee Birkey 

They do not supply the thread but can get some for 

you if you need that. I can e-mail those interested 

with the location and contact information for all the 

sites. If you are interested in helping with this sewing 

project, contact Len Harms (lenharms@comcast.net 

or 574-238-5918).  If you do not sew and want to 

help, inquire to see if you can help with cutting out 

masks.     — Len Harms 
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Online Directory 

The Waterford Mennonite Church online 

directory is ready to use.  This easy-to-use 

directory allows you to view basic contact 

information of those in the printed 

directory.  The family entry includes 

address and telephone number.  The 

individuals directory includes listed 

telephone numbers, emails, birthdays—

without the year—and current school 

grades of children. 

This is a username and password protected 

directory that only those invited to use 

have access to.  Only one email per 

household can be used to login.  If more 

than one person in your household wants 

access to the directory, they will need to 

share the chosen email and password 

information. 

If you previously indicated which email 

address your household would like to use, 

you will be receiving an invitation at that 

email to access the member portal.  It will 

take you to your family’s page where you 

can view or update any of the information 

as needed.   

To enter the directory and view other’s 

information, you will need to choose 

“church directory” and put in the password: 

Wetlands55  Note: You cannot change 

another person’s information. 

If you didn’t provide an email but would 

like access to the directory, please let Janet 

in the office know which email in your 

household you would like to use. Janet will 

be happy to assist anyone who has trouble 

navigating the online directory.   

2020 Michiana Mennonite 
Relief Sale? 

Mennonite Relief Sales across the US and 

Canada have been essential to Mennonite 

Central Committee’s funding.  As relief 

sales have been cancelled in both countries 

since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

MCC has had to cut programs and let 

workers go while still working to help the 

poorest in our world survive the crises.  

Participating in this year’s sale is just as 

important as ever.   

So, how do you hold a relief sale when you 

can’t bring crowds of people together?  

While the 2020 Michiana Mennonite In-

person Relief Sale will not be held this year 

on September 25-27, it will take place as 

both virtual events and fundraising events 

by groups and churches.  Some of these 

events will begin on August 26. 

Hosted virtual events include the Online 

Auction, “100 Quilts for 100 Years of 

MCC” Virtual Quilt Auction, a Vintage 

Villages Online Silent Auction and a 

Virtual Run for Relief. 

There will  be several “minimal contact” 

fun sale events of your favorite Relief Sale 

foods and items, including themed carry out 

meals, held at sponsoring churches 

throughout the community.  

And, of course, save your coins, matching 

your church’s donations for MyCoinsCount 

collection.  The calendar is at http://

www.mennonitesale.org/church-info (click 

on MyCoinsCount calendar).  

You can help by donating quilts for the 

Virtual Quilt Auction and items for the 

Online Auction.  Volunteer your time, 

energy and resources by being generous 

with your purchases and by working with 

your church, small group, Sunday school 

class, neighborhood group, or family to 

sponsor an event of your choice and donate 

the proceeds to the MCC. (For food related 

events, contact Chris Yoder at 574-536-

9654; for other ideas, please contact the 

Relief Sale Office at 888-503-8559 or at  

mennonitesale@yahoo.com). 

If you have ideas of how Waterford can 

contribute this year and would like to 

organize an event, please contact the office. 

You can find detailed information, register 

for the auctions and Run for Relief, and 

find ideas for fund-raisers at http://

www.mennonitesale.org.  Keep checking 

the church announcements for updates. 
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