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Keeping up with the Ross Richers  

You will recall that Jerrell, Jane and the children 

returned to the US earlier than expected this spring due 

to the global pandemic. Since then, their 

communication has been virtual rather than in-person 

and is expected to continue this way for the foreseeable 

future. 

We would like to share with you the following 

highlights related to their current ministry 

involvements, and a link to a recent news release from 

Mennonite Mission Network.  

 Jerrell and Jane presented to their home 

congregation, Waterford Mennonite, with pre-recorded 

messages on June 14th, and via Zoom at the Central 

Plains Annual Meetings on June 20th. We shared a link 

from a video prepared for these meetings in our June 

communication. 

 As electronic communication allows, the family 

has been able to keep in sporadic contact with friends 

and church leaders in Tena and Zábalo, offering 

prayers, counsel, hope and encouragement during the 

crisis as well as helping people access resources for 

humanitarian relief and for biblical studies at 

Ninawachi Bible Institute. 

 Jerrell has made several presentations on economic 

development as part of the Centro de Paz (Peace 

Center) workshop series offered by Zoom through 

Quito Mennonite Church, and continues to consult with 

a North American partner on an agriculture project 

with neighbors and church contacts in Tena. 

 Jane and Jerrell meet monthly with members of the 

Ministry Support Team for Ecuador Prayers, and they 

have begun making plans for virtual visits to 

supporting congregations this fall. 

In the June video referred to above, Jane and Jerrell  

described the significant and joyful event when six 

people in Zábalo were baptized into the church in 

January. With the enthusiasm and support of these 

emerging church leaders, others are now showing 

interest in becoming followers of Christ. Inspired by 

this, and assisted by Jane and Cofán friends, Naomi 

Ross Richer has completed an illustrated book on 

baptism in Spanish and Cofán. Here is the link to a 

video about this project that was recently released by 

Mennonite Mission Network. 

https://www.mennonitemission.net/video/The-Baptism-

Story 

As a Ministry Support Team we thank you for your 

continued faithful interest, support and prayers for the 

church and community in Zábalo, and for the Ross 

Richer family as they discern their next steps in light of 

the ongoing pandemic situation. 

While they remain keenly focused on returning to 

Ecuador when the way opens, Jerrell has meanwhile 

resumed his usual full time Fall teaching responsibilities 

as a professor at Goshen College. Jane has found a 

ministry in interpreting for Spanish-speaking patients 

coming for Covid-19 testing at the Center for Healing 

and Hope here in Goshen, and has joined the North 

Central Indiana Cluster of the Poor People’s Campaign 

in supporting marginalized groups in the local 

community. 

May the Peace of Christ be with you during these 

challenging times. 

—The Ecuador Ministry Support Team, on behalf of the 

Ross Richer Family 

https://www.mennonitemission.net/video/The-Baptism-Story
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Thank you 
Dear WMC family, 

Thanks for the support and prayers with the 

passing of my father.  Also thanks for the 

beautiful mum.  I will think of him when I 

see it. Thanks again, 

—Mandy Schmidt 

Both of us have had surgery two weeks apart 

but are doing well. We are walking, driving 

but not biking yet! We wish to thank the 

congregation for the lovely flower 

arrangements and the visits of the deliverers, 

Loanne and Len. We are thankful to be part 

of a caring and supportive congregation.  

—Jerry and Barb Landes 

 

 

 

 

 

MCC Centennial Celebration 

Offering 

In 1920, as Mennonite Central Committee 

began, churches across the U.S. came 

together, joining offerings of dollars and 

prayers to help brothers and sisters in 

southern Russia (present-day Ukraine) who 

were facing starvation. Today, thanks to the 

generosity of various Anabaptist groups, 

MCC is at work in more than 50 countries 

around the world, sharing God’s love and 

compassion for all. 

This October, we will join in marking 100 

years of shared ministry by taking part in a 

nationwide MCC Centennial Celebration 

Offering. Gifts meet urgent needs today and 

touch lives for decades to come.  As in 1920, 

this is a chance to come together with 

churches throughout the U.S to care for those 

in need. It’s an opportunity to celebrate the 

dedication of churches that have touched so 

many lives through the decades, and to give 

thanks together for what God has done 

through MCC. 

On Sunday, October 25, we will take an 

MCC Centennial Celebration Offering.  This 

follows the national livestreamed celebration 

to be held on Saturday, Oct. 17, during 

Celebration 2020: MCC at 100. 

Gifts designated for MCC Centennial 

Celebration Offering go toward MCC’s New 

Hope in the Name of Christ centennial 

fundraising campaign. (Please make checks 

out to Waterford Mennonite Church 

designated for MCC.)  These gifts will help 

meet urgent needs and support work for 

peace and justice now and as MCC moves 

into the next 100 years.  

Baptisms, September 29 

Maddie Chupp, Levi Brookmyer Graber, Dylan 

Horning, Jordan Ross Richer 

https://mennonitecentralcommittee.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xultihy-jdijhlidii-j/
https://mennonitecentralcommittee.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xultihy-jdijhlidii-i/
https://mennonitecentralcommittee.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xultihy-jdijhlidii-i/

