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Meet la familia Molina

dancing, musicals, and learning tricks.
Giovanni is a fifth grader at Bethany. He is a smiling,
friendly boy that bubbles with joy and loves to make
new friends. Gio enjoys playing basketball and he also
really loves soccer. Gio plays indoor soccer with the
BCS U12 team and hopes to play soccer in fall 2021
with the BCMS team. Like his brothers, Gio loves
everything Marvel, Pokemon, and Lego Ninjago.
David will celebrate 10 years of working at Benteler
Automotive Industries in Goshen in October. He is a
hot stamp technician, in charge of five robots, a
furnace and a press. He is also a radio DJ at the local
bilingual radio station Radio Horizonte 104.3 FM. He
is a Goshen High School and Vincennes University
graduate. He also studied at Goshen College and IUSB.

The Molinas refer to themselves as the “guaterican”
family (la familia guatarriqueña), a combination of
Guatemalan and Puerto Rican. David was born in
Guatemala (living in the U.S. since 1991) and Tessie
was born in Puerto Rico (living in the U.S. since
1985). David and Tessie met in 1991 while attending
Iglesia Menonita del Buen Pastor here in Goshen, and
where they got married in July of 2001. They have
three boys. Wilhelm and Daven were born in Goshen
and Giovanni was born in Visalia, Cal. where they
lived for 4 years.

Tessie will celebrate 10 years of working at Lacasa,
Inc. in Goshen this year. She is currently the IDA
Program Manager and a HUD-certified counselor and
financial coach. She also graduated from Goshen High
School. She is a Manchester College (University)
graduate and certified in Human Resources Mgt. Tessie
was raised in the Mennonite/Amish and Mennonite/
Spanish worlds with her dad Rollin Welty from
Foraker, Ind., and her mother Violeta Mercado from
Barranquitas, Puerto Rico.

Wilhelm is a freshman at Bethel University in
Mishawaka and a Bethany 2020 grad. When not in
school, he works at Greencroft. He is known by many
as their freckled redhead. He has such a kind heart
towards others and is very detailed in the things he
enjoys. He has a great talent with art, both in drawing
and building. He finds joy in everything related to
Marvel and Lego.
Daven is a freshman at Bethany. He is full of passion
for life and has a big heart, always offering to help
others. He loves all kinds of sports, but especially
soccer. He has played with Goshen Stars Soccer Club
since 2013, and Bethany soccer team, although he
hasn’t been able to play since receiving a knee injury
in a game in September 2019. He enjoys singing,

The Molinas enjoy family vacations together, traveling
by plane, train or car, and enjoy meeting new people
and seeing new places. Both David and Tessie still
have family in their native birthplaces of Guatemala
and Puerto Rico, so they plan trips to visit every 3-4
years. During this period of the covid-19 pandemic,
they have stayed at home watching movies and soccer
or playing board games.
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The Molina Family learned about Waterford Mennonite Church at Jr. Youth Snow Camp where Pastor
Katie led the messages. They felt a connection with her
and with other members of Waterford who were there.
Welcome David, Tessie, Wilhelm, Daven and Gio!

Can church be “same old,
same old” beyond COVID?
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We all know life is not the same since
COVID hit, but what difference will that
make for church long term? Your thoughts
and observations are invited for this
admittedly big question in the coming
months. On January 9 there was a Zoom
Leadership Summit pertaining to this, which
included Pastoral Team, Ministry Leadership
Council, and Lay Ministry Partners from our
various ministry teams. One of the follow-up
steps we said we would do was to engage
more of the congregation with key learnings
and questions arising from the Summit,
relating to “How we do church” in the
COVID era. This has to do, for example,
with how COVID has changed our ways of
being church, and to what God may be
calling us because of our pandemic
experiences.
Earlier this month, coordinators of adult
Sunday School classes and other

congregational leaders, such as Lay Ministry
Partners, received invitations for their respective groups to hold a focused discussion
on this. So if you participate in a Sunday
School class or serve on a Ministry Team,
you have heard or will soon hear about this
opportunity. Groups are asked to have someone record a few notes from their discussion,
to be sent to Congregational Chair Rachel
Stoltzfus by April 12 for review by Ministry
Leadership Council.
For those who are not part of a Sunday
School class or who will not be present when
their class has this discussion, you are invited to the same conversation offered via
Zoom on Sunday, March 21 at 1:30 p.m. A
reminder with a Zoom link will be sent out
closer to the time. Thanks for helping us, as
this local body of Christ, take stock, for the
sake of our kingdom work, of how our
worlds are changing and even how we are
changing.
—Pastor Neil Amstutz,
for Ministry Leadership Council

99-Year Celebration
Inez Culp’s daughter, Joetta, arranged for a
birthday celebration for Inez on Wednesday,
Feb. 17. Thirty-five of us faced the freezing
temperatures outside her window to sing for
her. We all enjoyed a piece of cake together in
her honor. Inez very much appreciated our
coming.
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Inez and Joetta, left, celebrated
together inside with a birthday
cupcake.
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