
 

      
May 30, 2021 

Date Theme Preacher Special elements 

June 6 God creates Neil Amstutz   

June 13 River Sunday Doug Kaufman, Director of Pastoral 
Ecology at Center for Sustainable 
Climate Solutions; Pastor at Benton 
Mennonite Church 

Donuts celebrating gifts of the 
congregation, courtesy of Gifts 
Discernment Ministry Team 

June 20 God tends the earth Katie Misz   

June 27 Wilderness Sunday Cindy Voth Youth worship band 

July 4 God’s kingdom is like a seed Neil Amstutz   

July 11 Forest Sunday Steve Thomas, Director of 
Mennonite Men organization; 
certified arborist; and recently 
retired pastor 

  

July 18 We are like trees Cindy Voth   

July 25 Land Sunday Jerrell and Jane Ross Richer Annual sharing from 2-Way Mission 
work in Ecuador and United States; 
additional time with Jerrell & Jane in 
joint adult nurture hour 

Aug. 1 A new creation Neil Amstutz   

Summer worship series  

As we worship outdoors in God’s natural sanctuary, how fitting that our worship series for nine weeks this 
summer will be “Great Big Beautiful World”! The Sundays in this series will be a mix of emphases on God’s 
creation and on our call to creation care. Much of our worship material will come from a Vacation Bible 
School curriculum of the same theme name, which we might have used in summer 2020 if not for COVID. We 
will also have several Sundays focusing more on climate change and particular ways we can engage in 
responsible care for God’s creation, drawing from some Australian-based Christian worship resources.  

The sights, sounds, smells and feel of being outdoors, through June and possibly longer, will greatly enhance 
our experience of this series. Mixed into our summer worship will be some VBS drama scenes, and some 
appearances by Revy and Krista Daniels! Adjustments will be made into August if we are able to schedule a 
candidating weekend for a Pastor of Senior Ministries candidate on one of these Sundays. 

We will be blessed with a few guest preachers, as noted in the summary table below: 



 

For those who need a pause… 

This year, I have had the joy of being part of an online zoom 
cohort with five other MCUSA youth and children’s pastors 
throughout the country.  The group met monthly for coaching 
with denominational faith formation leader Shana Peachey 
Boshart.  We found collaboration helped us maintain creativity 
and integrity while addressing the changing needs of this year. 
One result of our meetings was the development of a new 
resource, designed with children in mind but accessible for all 
ages.     

The MCUSA website explains the resource this way:  

 

Each family at Waterford with children elementary school age 
and below will receive a deck of cards.  The cards were handed 
out on Pentecost Sunday, secured in a hand-sewn drawstring bag 
made by Karen Hostetler.  If you did not receive your cards, 
please ask Pastor Katie for a deck.  Additionally, if you think your 
family will not use the cards, we invite you to gift them to 
someone you think will make good use of them.  

For others in the congregation interested in purchasing a deck, 
they are for sale at the AMBS online bookstore https://
ambs.populiweb.com/router/bookstore/items/196212/show.  
Also, they can be found at the resource page on the MC USA site. 
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/resource-portal/resource/
pause-play-breathe-pray-new-card-deck-game/ 

May you continue to breathe deeply through all of life’s many 
transitions.  

—Pastor Katie 

Pause: Play, Breathe, Pray is a card deck of 40 ways to 

stop, slow down, have fun and reconnect with God and 

each other. Maybe there’s a place for a Pause in your 

daily routine, like when the kids are done with school. 

Or maybe you Pause whenever someone is worried, 

bored or cranky. Pick up the deck, find a card and 

Pause: Play, Breathe and Pray together! 

 

Resources 

https://ambs.populiweb.com/router/bookstore/items/196212/show
https://ambs.populiweb.com/router/bookstore/items/196212/show
https://ambs.populiweb.com/router/bookstore/items/196212/show
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/resource-portal/resource/pause-play-breathe-pray-new-card-deck-game/
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/resource-portal/resource/pause-play-breathe-pray-new-card-deck-game/
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/resource-portal/resource/pause-play-breathe-pray-new-card-deck-game/
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Staff Team 

Administrative Ministry 
· Karen Hostetler  
Secretary 
· Elvina Schmidt  
Bookkeeper 
· Janet Shoemaker  
Coordinator of Administra-
tive Ministries 
  JD Smucker 
Worship Coordinator 
· Mikki Bowman  
Director of Children’s  
Ministries 

 
Facilities Ministry  
  · Jan Oostland  
  Facilities Manager 
· Courtney Shetler  
Custodian 
· Irma Perez  
Custodian 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
· Neil Amstutz  
Pastoral Team Leader 
· Katie Misz  
Pastor of Family Life 
· Velma Swartz 
Interim Pastor of Senior 
Ministries 
· Cindy Voth  
Pastor of Community Life 

 

The Waterford Buzz is 

normally published weekly 

for members of Waterford 

Mennonite Church. Items 

for inclusion should be sent 

to the editor by 5 p.m. 

Monday preceding publica-

tion. 

Janet Shoemaker, 
Interim editor  
buzz@waterfordchurch.org 

 

Worship Thank You 

Pentecost was a party! 

Thank you to all the helpers 
who made Pentecost at 
Waterford a special day. The balloons, 
bubbles, cupcakes, ribbons, headbands, 
plants, children’s time, and more made 
the festivities memorable and helped us 

not forget to stop and 
celebrate! The Holy Spirit is in 
our midst, bringing us together 
and creating new gifts among 
us!  

A special thanks to Neer Goswami, 
Velma Swartz, the Bateman family, Jeff 
Claassen, Melissa Chupp, the Snyder 
family, Helen and Murray Bowman, Len 
and Loanne Harms, Lydia Voth, and Barb 
and Jerry Landes. 

With gratitude, 

—Katie Misz and the children’s cluster 

Time away for Worship 
Coordinator 

May 30 is the last Sunday before summer 
that JD Smucker will be assisting us as 
Waterford’s Worship Coordinator. 
Although JD usually steps away from 
these tasks in summer due to his 
painting business, this summer pastors 
and Worship Ministry Team are blessing 
him to disengage more fully from 
Waterford. Worship for the past year 
under COVID restrictions was very 
stressful for JD, leading to his need for 
some time away from all worship and 
music responsibilities.  

During this time he will not be called 
upon for any leadership or substitute 
duties, but he will be free to get fresh 
worship and music ideas from 
worshiping at other congregations as he 
wishes. He plans to return to a staff 
worship and music position by August 
19, bringing some reflections about 
possible exploration of a credentialed 
music ministry call. In accordance with 
his own reflecting, the church will also 
revise that job description and review 
what we are looking for in a music-
related staff position.  

Please keep JD in your prayers this 
summer as he pays attention to God’s 
voice, as well as to what his spirit and 
body need.  


