
 

      
July 11, 2021 

Introducing the Pastor of Senior 
Ministries Candidate  

I am delighted to announce that Ministry 
Leadership Council is recommending Deron Brill 
Bergstresser as the candidate of choice for Pastor 
of Senior Ministries and will candidate with us 
here at Waterford the weekend of August 8.  

Deron is a member of Faith Mennonite Church 
here in Goshen and has served there as Co-Pastor 
since 2003. His role at Faith will continue at 
halftime balancing our need for a halftime Pastor 
of Senior Ministries. Dividing time between two 
ministry roles is not new for Deron. During the 
last two years he has also served as interim 
pastor for worship at Goshen City Church of the 
Brethren working effectively in both roles 
according to those churches.  His interim role is 
ending, which is the reason Deron is seeking 
another position. 

A Search Committee has worked diligently over 
the last number of months and recommended 
Deron to MLC. Thank you to each one: Chair 
Arnold Roth, Elmer Wyse, Esther Farmwald, 
Rachel Brenneman, and Pastor Neil Amstutz.  

Upon their recommendation, representatives 
from MLC, Stephen Ministries, and Senior Adult 
Ministry Team joined Arnold and Pastor Neil to 
interview Deron.  We were pleased with what we 
learned. 

A primary question was:  How can a pastor 
adequately serve two congregations?  We were 
happy to know that the most obvious possible 
conflict does not apply.  Faith meets for worship 
Sunday evenings at 5:00, so Deron is able to 
participate in both services each Sunday.  Deron 

See Candidate on page 3 

Velma Swartz’s Interim Pastoral  
Role Responsibilities  

I also want to thank Velma Swartz for stepping in 
at short notice when we needed her.  Without 
delay, she agreed to serve as Interim Pastor of 
Senior Ministries through May and then agreed to 
extend her time a bit longer.   

On Sunday, July 4, Velma led us in our 
congregational prayer for the last time in her  
capacity as pastor.   

Going forward, she will carry only two ongoing 
responsibilities on an hourly basis until our new 
pastor of senior ministries begins work. 

Velma will do on-call pastoral care during times 
when there is only one pastor available (a few 
such days known in July). And she will lead 
funerals of senior adults as needed.   

For other non-crisis pastoral care with senior 
adults, Pastor Neil and Cindy will be available. 
That includes praying before scheduled surgeries 
or critical events.  It will be important to notify 
the church office of those needs.  Including such 
needs in class notes will also be important.  
Senior Adult Ministry Team will follow up with 
non-crisis needs for a phone call or home visit.  

May we continue throughout this summer to be 
the blessing in our town that we are meant to be. 

—Rachel L Stoltzfus, chair, 
Ministry Leadership Council 



 

Deron Brill Bergstresser 

I’ve always loved being part of the church – even as 
a child, when I attended Zion Mennonite Church in 
Souderton, Pennsylvania, with several generations 
of my family. When I was eight years old, my pastor 
invited me to present a monologue during worship 
– a modernization of the call of Moses as a young 
boy shoveling snow. I remember feeling that I was 
part of the story in a way I hadn’t experienced 
before. I love that the church is a community where 
we remind each other that our stories are part of 
God’s story. 

My time at Christopher Dock Mennonite High 
School sparked my love of Anabaptist history and 
theology. Two teachers, my science/Bible teacher 
and my choir director, inspired me to follow Jesus 
and to consider a call to ministry. As a young adult 
at a Pentecostal Bible college in Pennsylvania, I 
experienced the charismatic movement and longed 
for my Anabaptist roots, particularly the theology of 
peace and justice.   

In my 20s my home congregation called me to 
ministry, giving me an opportunity to develop 
pastoral gifts and my sense of call. During this time, 
my first wife and I were in the midst of a difficult 
marriage. Our move to Elkhart for me to attend 
AMBS two years later, while an attempt at a fresh 
start, ultimately resulted in separation and divorce. 
For me, seminary became a healing place to process 
the end of our relationship, re-gather my faith and 
wrestle with my understandings of God, the Bible 
and prayer. I’ve been shaped as a pastor  

 

by people who showed me that the church is a place 
where we can bring our full selves and all of our life 
experiences, walking together in the light of Christ. 

Later at AMBS, I met a fellow student, Annette Brill, 
and after 18 years still experience our marriage as a 
beautiful gift. We live in Goshen with our two 
teenage daughters and enjoy participating in 
community theater and watching movies together, 
among other activities. 

In 2003 – before graduating from AMBS in 2004 
with a Master of Divinity with a concentration in 
Pastoral Care and Counseling – I began as co-pastor 
at Faith Mennonite Church in Goshen. Part of Faith’s 
vision is to seek to follow Jesus together across 
differences of income, education and faith 
background. I’ve been fortunate to pastor there 
with Kay Bontrager-Singer for the last 15 of those 
years. Other formative ministry experiences for me, 
both during and after seminary, have included 
working at Oaklawn Supervised Group Living with 
people dealing with chronic mental illness; 
completing an extended unit of Clinical Pastoral 
Education at St. Joseph Medical Center; serving as a 
chaplain intern for residents of Assisted Living at 
Greencroft Goshen; and serving as Transitional 
Pastor of Worship at Goshen City Church of the 
Brethren for two years. 

I feel privileged to be in this process of discernment 
with you. I sense that Waterford is a vibrant 
congregation with a strong pastoral team. I’ve been 
impressed to learn about your commitment to 
growing together and caring for each other in adult 
Sunday school and the active Stephen Ministry 
program. I’ve enjoyed beginning to hear the story of 
Waterford Mennonite and hope to learn more of 
your stories. 

—Deron  Brill Bergstressser 



 

Candidate (cont. from page 1) 

said clear expectations and priorities, and open 
communication with colleagues, were helpful in 
managing two pastorates and responding to 
pastoral needs.  Deron’s references confirmed his 
organization and abilities to balance two ministry 
roles in two different congregations. 

In our meeting with him, we experienced Deron 
to be an attentive listener and a non-anxious 
presence.  In his ministry roles he is described as 
a pastor who relates well with different people, is 
kind, compassionate, and welcoming.  He is also 
reflective, committed to Anabaptist values, and a 
follower of Jesus in his daily life.   

Deron’s faith practices include biblical 
storytelling and creation spirituality. He also is 
known as a creative musician – a drummer, 
guitarist, and singer.  

There is much more to learn about Deron as we 
discern his call to Waterford as Pastor of Senior 
Ministries.  We will have the opportunity to learn 
to know him the weekend of August 8 when he 
will be present with us in various settings 
including worship and nurture on Sunday 
morning.  Please note this weekend on your 
calendars.  The vote of affirmation will take place 
the following week with the outcome finalized at 
the end of worship on Sunday, August 15. More 
details will follow in the next weeks. 

—Rachel L Stoltzfus, chair, MLC 

Income Opportunity 

We have decided to downsize and buy a tiny 
house on wheels. We are looking for a place to 
park the house and live for the next several years. 
If you have a property that would allow for our 
little house with possible access to utilities, and 
would be interested in some rental income, 
please contact Chris and Lori Judson at 574-606-
8420 or lorijudson@gmail.com 

Church House – Volunteer 
Opportunity! 

The current renter has moved out of the church 
house. Before we invite new renters we’d like to 
do a deep-clean of the house. This is scheduled 
for Wednesday July 14 at 10:00 a.m. If you are 
able to help out on this day please contact Jan 
Oostland via email at 
facilities@waterfordchurch.org or give him a call. 

Thank you for the devotional and candleholder!  
They stand as a steady reminder of my supportive 
church community.      —Ava Chupp 

Thank You 

Classifieds 

All packed up for camping: Sponsor Emily 
Hunsberger and Pastor Katie Misz chat and 
pray with the 8 youth group members 
before leaving for their camping trip in 
Manistee National Forest, Michigan, July 2-
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Staff Team 

Administrative Ministry 
· Karen Hostetler  
Secretary 
· Elvina Schmidt  
Bookkeeper 
· Janet Shoemaker  
Coordinator of Administra-
tive Ministries 
· Mikki Bowman  
Director of Children’s  
Ministries 

 
Facilities Ministry  
  · Jan Oostland  
  Facilities Manager 
· Courtney Shetler  
Custodian 
· Irma Perez  
Custodian 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
· Neil Amstutz  
Pastoral Team Leader 
· Katie Misz  
Pastor of Family Life 
· Velma Swartz 
Interim Pastor of Senior 
Ministries 
· Cindy Voth  
Pastor of Community Life 

 

The Waterford Buzz is 

normally published weekly 

for members of Waterford 

Mennonite Church. Items 

for inclusion should be sent 

to the editor by 5 p.m. 

Monday preceding publica-

tion. 

Janet Shoemaker, 
Interim editor  
buzz@waterfordchurch.org 

 

Thanks to Aaron Lehman and Ed 

Swartzendruber, the post holes were ready 

for the pavilion-framing work crew on 

Saturday, July 3rd. 

Right: Ed runs the track loader and augers 

post holes. 

Below: Aaron doing likewise. 

Bottom: Aaron scoops cement into the hole 

as Ed tamps it flat. 

Pavilion Progress 


