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Last month there was an announcement in the 
Buzz informing you that we are transitioning to a 
new congregational coach.  Indiana-Michigan 
Mennonite Conference has assisted us in finding a 
person to serve Waterford. I am pleased to be 
able to announce that we are entering into an 
agreement with Marty Lehman to be Waterford’s 
congregational coach. 

I believe that now is an important time for us to 
relate to a seasoned leader who will walk 
alongside our pastors and Ministry Leadership 
Council. We anticipate a new Pastor of Senior 
Ministries who will be integrated into our 
pastoral team. We are beginning a process to 
discern how our congregation is called to relate to 
the LGBTQ persons among us. As we find ways to 
regather after this difficult year, we continue to 
reflect on ways we have been changed.  Added to 
those, it is past time for Pastor Neil’s review, and 
we are looking forward to a pavilion and ways to 
make other improvements to our facilities.   

Marty Lehman is a good listener and will be able 
to draw on all of these experiences as she walks  

See Marty Lehman on page 4 

Candidating Weekend Schedule – 
August 5-8  

We are excited for our upcoming candidating 
weekend as we host Pastor Deron Brill 
Bergstresser, our candidate for Pastor of Senior 
Ministries. In addition to the following public 
events, Deron will also meet with our Stephen 
Leader Team, Senior Adult Ministry Team, and 
Pastoral Team. We invite you to participate in 
these events as well as to continue to pray for this 
significant time in the life of our congregation.  

Saturday 9-10:30 a.m. – Senior Adults Event  
(70+) 

Hosted by Pastor Neil in the WMC Fellowship 
Hall 

Light breakfast will be served (cinnamon rolls, 
juice, coffee)  

Deron will share his pastoring vision, values, 
and practices 

Leaders of senior adult nurture classes will 
describe their unique practices and culture and 
introduce class members present  

Q&A  

Saturday 2:30-4:30 p.m. – Open invitation for 
individuals to meet and greet Deron informally in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Cookies and lemonade will 
be served. 

Sunday 9 a.m. – worship – Deron preaches 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. – joint nurture hour in 
sanctuary – Deron gives faith story and responds 
to questions 

Sunday, August 15 - Congregational vote for 
approving Deron as our next Pastor of Senior 
Ministries 



 

 

New Books in the Library, July 2021 

Ringenberg, Ron – The 
Fig Tree.  Told from the 
perspective of the tree 
itself, this book is for 
children who wonder 
about their part in God’s 
creation.  The book shows a vibrant world that is 
being reconciled to a God who loves every part of 
it deeply, even the cursed fig tree. 

Library 

Safwat Marzouk - Peace and Justice 
Amidst Covid and Racism 

The daily Bible studies at MennoCon 21 in 
Cincinnati were led by Old Testament professor 
Safwat Marzouk, recently of Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary. I was particularly 
inspired by Safwat’s call for an authentic 
relationship with God, in the pursuit of Peace and 
Justice. This relationship allows us to lament the 
injustice we see in our society, while also calling 
us to action, in partnership with God. 

In the first session, Marzouk used the Psalms to 
demonstrate that Lament is not a form of 
disobedience, but instead is an action of faith, a 
critical form of worship. Crying out to God about 
the injustice we see in our society is both normal 
and necessary in establishing this authentic 
relationship. Marzouk went as far as to say that 
churches that do not practice prayers of lament 
will produce churches based on fear or guilt, ones 
that stifle questioning. 

In the second session Marzouk used the story of 
Joseph being sold into slavery by his brothers,  

MennoCon21 demonstrating the need for moral transformation 
in the process of reconciliation. True reconcilia-
tion between Joseph and his brothers could not 
take place until the brothers experienced this 
moral transformation, when they experienced 
true empathy for what Joseph had experienced in 
slavery. In our hyper-polarized society, the ability 
to show empathy or to know what it means to 
walk in another’s shoes, is a critical step in the 
pursuit of peace and justice. Marzouk challenged 
the church to be a place where the powerless feel 
empowered to tell their stories. 

Marzouk wrapped up his Bible study on peace 
and justice by showing how to resist xenophobia, 
or the fear of the other. He referenced the story of 
Moses, and how the midwives showed true civil 
disobedience in refusing Pharaoh’s direct order to 
kill all of the Hebrew baby boys, and Pharaoh’s 
daughter showed true compassion on a Hebrew 
boy to save the life of Moses. Marzouk called on 
the church to resist today’s compulsion towards 
xenophobia, to be a body that builds bridges in-
stead of boundaries, a welcoming space in which 
otherness is promoted instead of exclusion. 

—Gary Chupp, WMC delegate to MCUSA 

Fiction  

Alexandra, Rochelle – In Alexa’s Shoes.  
This book is a dramatic, uplifting true 
story of a young girl’s struggle to 
overcome great odds to survive through 
WWII.  

Alvarez, Julia – Afterlife.  
Antonia Vega, the immigrant writer at 
the center of life has had the rug pulled 
out from under her.  She has just 
retired from college where she taught 
English when her beloved husband, 
Sam, suddenly dies.  And then there are more 
jolts.  Now she finds that the world demands more 
than her words. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne, Jimmy – Walk to Beautiful:  The power of 
Love and a Homeless Kid Who Found the Way.  
Imagine yourself a thirteen-year-old hundreds of 
miles away from home, in a strange city, and your 
mom leaves you at a bus station parking lot and 
drives off into the night with her lover.  That’s the 
real life story of country music star Jimmy Wayne.  
It also chronicles Jimmy’s rise to fame in the 
music industry and his walk to raise awareness 
for foster kids. 

Weedor, Tony – The Reason for Tears: A Memoir.  
Tony’s Muslim mother disowned him after he 
abandoned his Iman training to follow Jesus.  He 
finished college and went to work for a 
missionary agency.  After barely escaping civil 
war in his native Liberia, he spent three years in a 
refugee camp with his wife and daughter before 
being brought to America, where he graduated 
from seminary and began a career in international 
ministry.  After thirteen years, Tony returns in the 
wake of 9/11 to a Liberia devastated by war 
hoping to reconcile with the woman he calls 
mama.  

 

Collective Biography 

Baer, Lily – Destiny by Choice.  A book 
collection of true stories.  Though each 
journey is different, the characters have 
one thing in common:  God is asking 
them to choose the right path.  

Sauder, Erica – The Living of These Days.  
This book contains first hand stories 
told by over 40 different authors from 
among Mennonites and Amish of their 
unique experiences during the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

Lehman, Claudia – Under a Silent Sky. 
This is a historical fiction story set in 
Germany in the 1200s.  Defying the 
state church, Jurian has dedicated his 
life to translating Scripture into the 
people’s dialect.  Now the powerful and 
ruthless Konrad Von Marburg is on the 
prowl for heretics, and Jurian’s time is running 
out.  Only God can save him and the Work.  

Yoder, Judy, Little Eli Series, Bk 1 – You are Too 
Small, Little Eli.  Many exciting adventures await a 
shy little Amish boy on wide Oklahoma prairies 
during the dry years of 1939 to 1942. 

Yoder, Judy, Little Eli Series, Bk 2 – By the Fields of 
Fish Creek.  Eli is now older and at their new home 
in eastern Kansas, a place of creeks and fertile 
fields.  Eli is never happier than when he can 
explore Fish Creek, which meanders through 
their farm.  Will Eli find he must leave the West 
far behind? 

Yoder, Judy, Little Eli Series, Bk 3 – Harvest Boy of 
White Hill.  Fresh from the plains of Kansas, eleven-
year-old Eli can’t wait to see the farm Dad bought 
at the foot of White Hill in Stuarts Draft, Virginia.  
Electricity comes to the farm.  Harvesting is done 
with tractors and newfangled equipment.  

Zehr, Loreen – Still the Storm.  Tina, 
raised in Old Colony Mennonite setting 
in Mexico, faced many adversities, 
storms that threatened her quest for 
truth.  Illiteracy. Abuse. Mockery. 
Drunkenness. Doubt. Tragedy.  Would 

she ever find the One who holds the answers and 
stills the storms?  A true story.   

Biography 

Wagler, Ira – Growing Up Amish.  In this memoir, 
Ira paints a vivid  portrait of Amish life from his 
childhood days on the family farm, his 
Rumspringa rite of passage at age 16, to his 
ultimate decision to leave the Amish Church for 
good at age 26.  

Wagler, Ira – Broken Roads.  In this memoir Ira 
tries to reconcile his father, family, and heritage 
after leaving his faith behind. 
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Staff Team 

Administrative Ministry 
· Karen Hostetler  
Secretary 
· Elvina Schmidt  
Bookkeeper 
· Janet Shoemaker  
Coordinator of Administra-
tive Ministries 
· Mikki Bowman  
Director of Children’s  
Ministries 

 
Facilities Ministry  
  · Jan Oostland  
  Facilities Manager 
· Courtney Shetler  
Custodian 
· Irma Perez  
Custodian 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
· Neil Amstutz  
Pastoral Team Leader 
· Katie Misz  
Pastor of Family Life 
· Velma Swartz 
Interim Pastor of Senior 
Ministries 
· Cindy Voth  
Pastor of Community Life 

 

The Waterford Buzz is 

normally published weekly 

for members of Waterford 

Mennonite Church. Items 

for inclusion should be sent 

to the editor by 5 p.m. 

Monday preceding publica-

tion. 

Janet Shoemaker, 
Interim editor  
buzz@waterfordchurch.org 

 

Marty Lehman (cont. from page 1) 

along with us here at Waterford. She 
gained wisdom from childhood as her 
family left the Amish church and found 
her way forward as a woman with 
leadership gifts through the changes as 
Mennonite Church USA was birthed. Her 
background in both churchwide and 
local church leadership will be helpful as 
she accompanies Waterford in 
discernment and decision-making. 

Here is a brief bio that Marty has sent. 

Marty Lehman retired as the 
administrative pastor at College 
Mennonite Church in 2018. A longtime 
administrator, she worked in different 
Mennonite organizations including 
Mennonite Church USA, Goshen College, 
Mennonite Mission Network and others. 
Currently she serves on the Greencroft 
and Schowalter Foundation Boards and 
the MC USA Leadership Discernment 
Committee. 

She attended Hinds Community College 
(Raymond, MS) and IUSB, graduating 
with a Masters Degree in Public Affairs. 
Marty lives in Goshen with her husband 
Rex Hooley and they attend College 
Mennonite Church. 

—Rachel Stoltzfus, MLC Chair 

From the Prairie View Support 
Committee 

With school beginning in early August 
the SOS (Supporting our Schools) 
Committee is again becoming active. 
School is appearing to be more normal 
(at least at this time) for the coming year, 
and we are asking Waterford members 
to become more active in our support of 
Prairie View. These are some ways you 
can do that. 

1. Underwear in sizes 6-8 boys and girls 
is always needed. It should be new or 
very clean. 

2. Inexpensive sweatpants in sizes 4-10 
for girls and boys. They should have 
an elastic waist and can be gently 
used or new. The Depot, garage sales, 
Goodwill, Salvation Army and closets 
are good sources for these. 

3. Facial tissues for the classrooms. 

4. Help with food: 

a. We are providing breakfast for 65 
people on Friday, August 6. Food 
should be dropped off at Prairie View 
by 7:30 a.m. or, in the case of fruit 
salads, the day before by 4:00. We 
need six 9x13 pans of the Breakfast 
Bake at the bottom of page 191 in the 
Waterford 50th Anniversary 
cookbook. We also need six of Belle’s 
Fruit Salad on page 168 in the same 
cookbook. Pans and bowls will be 
cleaned and left in the church kitchen 
after the event unless the owner 
makes other arrangements. Please let 
Len Harms (lenharms@comcast.net 
or 574-238-5918) know by Sunday, 
August 1, if you can help with this 
project. Reminders closer to the date 
will be sent to people who volunteer 
to help.  

Mission b. We will also be providing mid-winter 
snacks for the staff in February. More 
will be announced about that later. 

—Len Harms, Jane Otto, and Fancheon 
Resler; Prairie View Support Team 


