
 

      
October 31, 2021 

Worship Gathering Plans After October 

Worship Ministry Team continues to try to find 
creative ways to offer in-person worship choices 
that provide safety and a sense of security for our 
diverse community as well as providing a worship 
experience aimed at enriching the spiritual life of 
all. To that end we have a few options as we enter 
late fall and early winter. As the future reveals 
itself, we will try to stay in step with possible 
changes for our ongoing worship times after the 
holidays.  

This fall, unless disrupted by bad weather, our 
plan for in-person worship has been for the 
primary location to be in the pavilion and 
secondary in the sanctuary. Live streaming or 
watching the video on YouTube or at Greencroft  
have all continued as other options available to 
those unable or not ready to meet in person. 
These options will remain a constant through the 
year. 

As we have planned for the next two months, we 
have added options for in-person gathering that 
addresses the cold weather. 

November 7 will be a special observance of All 
Saints Day. The focus of the worship will be in the 
Remembering LIFE Garden, with all input, live-
streaming and sound amplification from outside, 
in the garden. Sanctuary seating will be 
rearranged to face the garden to the north so 
people inside can see and hear the outside 
service. Those persons wishing to remain outside 
may join the worship service by setting up chairs 
on the east side of the garden. 

Worship 

Besides lighting lamps recognizing those who 
have died this last year, as in the past, we will 
offer worshipers a tangible ritual to recognize 
their own personal losses. 

Starting November 14, the sanctuary will 
again be our primary worship location.  As 
long as attendance warrants it, the pavilion 
will continue as a secondary location for those 
wanting an outdoor setting to watch the 
streamed service. 

Also on November 14 we’re introducing a new 
worship option, called worship “cluster 
viewing.”  This recognizes that some people 
may still want to avoid large indoor crowds, 
but want a warmer location and would prefer 
to not have the sense of isolation of watching 
the service by themselves at home.  This 
option will work as follows: 

We will have up to four or five rooms in 
the church designated for small groups of 
people to watch the streamed service 
together. The initial offered cluster 
viewing spaces will be the MYF Room, 
north fellowship hall, south fellowship 
hall, Room 22 (Sojourners Class) and the 
Wee Wonderers room in nurture wing. 

The rooms will have either a digital 
projector or a fairly large TV provided by 
the church. (We are also exploring options 
to increase band width to improve 
reception in the building for live 
streaming.) 

See Fall Worship, continued on page 3 



 

Nurture Hour Plans After October: 

Beginning November 7, every adult Sunday 
School class will have a designated space where 
they can choose to meet in the building. We 
acknowledge that some classes may choose to 
meet by Zoom for some or all of the time.  These 
room assignments have been made with 
consideration for class size as well as needs of the 
children and youth ministries, which are 
summarized at bottom. 

The following arrangements apply only for the 
month of November, which concludes the current 
Sunday School quarter: 

An alternative Sunday school will be offered 
for all those in the congregation who desire an 
outdoor option. All are invited for a time of 
listening with senses and spirits on a 40-
minute walk together on the wetlands trail. 
The experience will include a story, a song, 
and a time of sharing. Meet at the Baptismal 
Pond at 10:30 with Helen Bowman. 

Room assignments for adult classes are as 
follows: 

Agape/Elective (Sarah Augustine book): 
 North Fellowship Hall, central room 
Bridgebuilders:   Nurture Wing, Room 29 
Gelassenheit:    Nurture Wing, Room 2 
Koinonia:   South Fellowship, Hall next to 
 kitchen 

 

Open Door:   South Fellowship Hall, 
 southwest corner 
Pathfinders:   South Fellowship Hall, 
 northwest corner 
Praying Companions:   Meeting by Zoom 
Seekers:   North Fellowship Hall, west side 
Sojourners:   Room 22 

For Advent through Epiphany (Nov. 28 to January 
2) the children’s time segments of worship will be 
pre-recorded a week in advance during the 
children’s Sunday school hour in respect for 
families of children not yet gathering with large 
groups indoors. The recordings will begin 
November 21. 

Except for November as noted above, adult 
classes will return to their pre-pandemic class 
spaces.  That will only involve a switching of 
rooms among Agape, Gelassenheit and Koinonia. 

The Family Life Ministry Team has already 
communicated winter plans for children and 
youth ministries with all the affected families. In 
short, these classes will have indoor lessons into 
the winter. Parents, please drop off and pick up 
your children directly to their classrooms.  Class 
ends promptly at 11:30. If Elkhart County’s state 
COVID status moves to “red”, all classes will be 
moved to online or creatively outdoors. For more 
information contact Pastor Katie or Lay Ministry 
partner, Helen Bowman. 

Thank You 

Thank you to all who contributed 
items for care packages for our 
college students!  The MYF packed 
them up on Wednesday evening and 
Pastor Katie took them to be mailed 
on Thursday. 



 

Fall Worship (cont. from p. 1) 

Households interested in watching the 
service in this way should let Loanne 
know at starwisher48@gmail.com. She 
will assign rooms according to numbers 
and requests, and verify that someone 
within the group will have a WiFi device 
to download the service and connect to 
the TV or projector.  Names will be posted 
on the room doors each week. 
 
Immediately after worship, cluster 
viewing groups will return furniture in the 
room back to the prior arrangement, if 
the room will be used in nurture hour 

To summarize, from November 14 on, there will 
be 4 options for Sunday morning worshiping with 
us: 

1.Live in-person in the sanctuary 
2.Watching with others in the pavilion 
3.Watching with limited numbers in cluster 
viewing groups inside 
4.Watching the live stream at home 

Until further notice, we will continue with our 
COVID safety recommenda-tions of masking and 
social distancing inside the building.  

Worship 

 

Wanted: Christmas Movie Lovers 

Ever hear of Holiday M&M’s? Well, Worship 
Ministry Team has come up with its own version 
of those tasty red and green treats — Holiday 
Movies and Meditations. Our hope is to find 
persons who will write up a short introduction to 
one (or more) of their favorite holiday movie/s. 
We will collect these, make them available on our 
website, and invite folks to use them as a way of 
introducing a spiritual component to their movie 
watching.  

We are asking that each submission include the 
name of the movie, a brief summary, a 
recommended song, some questions to think 
about related to the movie, and a prayer. Please 
check in with Loanne to get your choice of movie/
s. She has a master list to choose from if you need 
help, but feel free to add your own. (She can also 
share with you one of her submissions so you can 
see what we mean.) As always, contact her — the 
sooner the better. We would like to have your 
commitment by November 21 and your 
submission by November 30, but we offer grace…
and some red and green Holiday M&M’s for those 
who complete the project! 

We are hoping that this will be a fun project for 
all and a handy resource that has many years of 
use. Hope you’ll join us. 

— Loanne Harms for Worship Ministry Team 

Community Life 

JYF girls painted pumpkins 
for Halloween under the 
church carport. 
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Thank you to all for the beautiful mum 
that was delivered to our house. As we 
are watching the buds open and the 
plant become more beautiful each day, 
we are reminded that we are not walking 
this journey alone. The recurrence of 
Cynthia’s breast cancer has been a tough 
challenge. Thank you for remembering 
us in your prayers. 

You are welcome to follow the journey at 
CaringBridge: https://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/
cynthiakauffmann 

—Galen and Cynthia Kauffmann 

Dear friends at Waterford,  

As we enter the fall of a second COVID 
year, we at Mennonite Central 
Committee are so grateful for your 
ongoing generous support of our work 
in 47 countries with 385 partners and 
over 500 projects. Your recent donations 
have allowed MCC to support our 
partners in adapting to the threats of 
COVID, assisting victims of the recent 
earthquake in Haiti and hurricanes in 
Honduras, helping school children in 
Nicaragua and Ethiopia, improving 
health through providing clean water in 
Kenya and Chad, building peace 
between prison inmates and guards in 
Zambia, providing safe and warm homes 
in Appalachia and many others.  Thank 
you for your partnership in MCC’s 
ministry of relief, development and 
peace in the name of Christ.  

—Les Gustafson-Zook, MCC Great Lakes 

Dear Waterford Family, 

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers 
for our family during Rita’s recent 
hospitalization, surgery and ongoing 
recovery. They are so appreciated. 
Thank you too for the beautiful mum 
plant, emails and messages - we feel very 
blessed. 

—The Herrmann’s 

Thank you very much for the gift of the 
mum as I recover from surgery.  I am 
resting easy in the thoughtful care of this 
faith community.  

—Deanna Beth Chupp 

Thank You 

Above: JYF boys cut their pumpkins to 
make jack-o’-lanterns. 

Left: Someone both cut and painted their 
pumpkin.  Can you guess who? 
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