The Poor People’s
Campaign
See details to the right and in
the opening article.

The national Poor People’s Campaign is preparing a Mass Poor
People’s and Low-Wage Workers’ Assembly and Moral March on
Washington and to the Polls, on Saturday, June 18. The Poor People’s
Campaign is reaching out to Mennonite Church USA members and
congregations to invite strong participation in this event. Join us, as
we shift the direction of our nation towards equal protection under
the law, for love, truth and justice! Join us, as we rise up and demand
that everybody be given the right to living wages, health, housing,
voting, clean air and water, education, and peace! Join us, as we
proclaim that everybody has the right to live and thrive in our society!
Register to participate in this generational event for justice in our
country, by clicking on this link: https://
www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/june18/.
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This Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Worship
10:30 a.m. - Nurture classes for
all ages
2:00 p.m. - Congregational Mtg
via Zoom
Welcome Team
Greeters: Dave & Karen
Hostetler
Ushers: Glenn Reinford,
Dennis Myers
Audiovisuals: Bob Hochstedler,
Shawn Stutzman
This Week at Waterford
Tuesday
7:00 p.m. MLC / FH
Wednesday
4:15 p.m. Mission & Service
Ministry Team
7:00 p.m. Mentor / Mentee
gathering
Zoom prayers Monday - 8:30
a.m., Thursday - 8:00 p.m.
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Phone 574-533-5642
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Now Is the Time to Meet People’s Needs
By Rod Hollinger-Janzen (Reprinted from Mennonite Church USA blog, This
article has been edited for length.)

For me, as an Anabaptist Christian, an important part of following
Jesus today is participating in the Poor People’s Campaign.
The Jesus I read about in the Gospels listened to and cared for
marginalized and poor persons in the communities he visited. He paid
more attention to women, the poor and the blind, than to the
powerful. Jesus healed ostracized lepers and fed hungry crowds. He
revolted against temple moneychangers, who exploited ordinary
worshippers. He freely cared for people outside the parameters of the
Jewish nation, such as the centurion’s servant, the Gerasene
demoniac and the Syro-Phoenician woman. He affirmed Zacchaeus’
efforts to make restitution to the poor and those he had defrauded as
“salvation.” Jesus took his place in the line of Jewish prophets and
identified himself as one of them, quoting Isaiah 61: “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19, NRSV).
As I follow this Jesus, I feel called to participate with him in breaking
down systems of oppression and creating new solidarities, as he did
through actions that often cast aside cultural norms in favor of
solidarity with suffering people. His love for all people gave him great
freedom from cultural “acceptability” and freedom to affirm the
inherent worth and dignity of everyone he met. More and more, I also
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Looking Ahead
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Cindy Voth, Team Leader
Monday - Thursday
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Tuesday - Thursday
Frances Ringenberg, Interim
Melissa Chupp, Interim
Katie Misz, on Sabbatical
Out of Office
Frances Ringenberg, May 15-22
Elvina Schmidt, May 15-19
Office hours:
Monday - Thursday 9-12, 1-3;
Friday 9-12
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desire that kind of love, that kind
of freedom, for myself. I want to
express it in concrete ways in my
life.
The Anabaptist movement was
born in Europe, out of the
crucible of the Peasant’s War.
This war was fought as a protest
against exploitive labor practices
of feudal landlords. This
Peasants’ Revolt was brutally
quashed. The failure of violence
to solve the problems of the poor
caused budding Anabaptist
leaders to promote the creation
of communities of solidarity in
which people shared their goods
with each other, renounced
violence and separated
themselves from state systems of
oppression. Anabaptists paid
close attention to Jesus’ deeds
and words and insisted on
following in his footsteps.
They analyzed the economic
systems at work in their world
and determined to find a better
way, a way through which all
peoples’ needs could be met.
These are some of the reasons
why I have been drawn to the
Poor People’s Campaign. Today,
led by Rev. Dr. William Barber II
and Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, the
Poor People’s Campaign follows
the spirit and analysis of Rev.
Martin Luther King, Jr., in
identifying and combatting the
“evil triplets” of systemic racism,
poverty and the war economy,
along with attendant ecological
devastation and the false moral
narrative of religious
nationalism. These evils are
intertwined and complex, and
they work together to undermine
fullness of life for many people
in the United States. There are

140 million poor and lowwealth people in the U.S.A.,
most of whom are one health
emergency away from financial
disaster.[1]
These people represent over
40% of the total U.S.
population. This points to the
monumental failure of
American policy to care for the
most vulnerable among us.
There is not a single county in
the U.S.A. where someone who
is working at a job that pays
federal minimum wage ($7.25
per hour) can pay for both
adequate housing and food for
two people, never mind other
essentials such as health
insurance or transportation.[2]
These impossible difficulties in
poor peoples’ lives are not
inevitable; they are the result of
choices made by policy makers
to favor wealthy and influential
corporations over the needs of
ordinary people. This is
happening in the wealthiest
country the world has ever
known. The problem is not a
lack of resources but the
distribution of the immense
resources of this nation. The
poor are being exploited and
used to increase the wealth of a
very few individuals, families
and companies. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, American
billionaires’ wealth rose by $2
trillion, while Congress was
unable to pass a $15 per hour
minimum wage to help lowwage “essential” workers.[3] We
can and must do better.
Footnotes can be found on the blog
site at https://
www.mennoniteusa.org/mennosnapshots/now-is-the-time-to-meetpeoples-needs/.

Waterford Announcements
The May Congregational Meeting will be this Sunday at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom.
For documents pertaining to the meeting, please refer to the email you
received Monday. The Zoom link for the meeting is
https://notredame.zoom.us/j/96690313481?
pwd=UkY3Mm9lQ1J6YkY4QVU2aDVxMll5Zz09
It’s time to register for Vacation Bible School, June 1-3! Be sure to sign up
for Bible school and invite your friends, neighbors, and family members!
Contact Mariko Claassen with questions at marikomc@gmail.com.
The all-ages nurture class in the pavilion starts June 5. This summer
Sunday school class will give opportunities to connect and share stories
across age groups. There will even be a couple of drum circles and group
games interspersed throughout the summer! Talk to Melissa Chupp, Mariko
Claassen, or Helen Bowman for more details. The class will be even more
meaningful if people from all generations jump in, so do not be shy!!
Listening Tour signup: Cindy, Deron and Frances, have created online
calendars to assist you in signing up to meet with them. Choose a pastor to
meet with, clicking on his or her calendar link below, and select the day,
time, and the location for your meeting.
Pastor Cindy: https://calendly.com/pastorcindy/listeningtour
Pastor Deron: https://calendly.com/waterford-listening-tour/pastorderon
Pastor Frances: https://calendly.com/mfrancesvr/listeningtour
Salt & Light weekly reflection and teaching video for May 15.

Upcoming Community Events
Merry Lea’s annual Nature Fest, May 13 & 14! A free and fun-filled
festival for all ages. Friday 6 - 8 p.m.: canoeing and campfires; Saturday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.: family activities include canoeing, guided hikes,
nature crafts, meeting the animals of Merry Lea Sustainable Farm and
more. BioBlitz (science investigations) activities include bird and plant
identification, dipping for macroinvertebrates and more. Learn more on our
website at goshen.edu/merrylea/naturefest.
Camerata Singers present “The Joy of Singing,” May 13, 7:30 p.m. in
the AMBS Seminary Chapel and May 14, 7:30 p.m. in Reith Recital Hall at
Goshen College. Tickets available at thecameratasingers.org; $16 adult, $5
students.
Benton Mennonite Church invites you to a Voices Together Worship
Leaders Zoom Workshop on May 14 from 9 a.m. to noon. The
workshop will be led by Anneli Loepp Thiessen and Katie Graber. Learn
more here: bentonchurch.org/voices-together-worship-workshop
Live Podcast, May 16, 2 p.m.: Join hosts Lynda, Travis and special guest
Andrew Suderman for a live episode of ‘MissionWary?’ on Zoom and
Facebook Live! Suderman, director of global partnerships with Mennonite
Mission Network, brings a deep knowledge of the historical context of
Christian mission, as well as a passion for what the future of mission can
look like. Register on Zoom for this event, or follow us on Facebook and be
notified when the broadcast goes live!

Mennonite Church USA
Mennonite Church USA has
unveiled a new shareable video
titled “We are better together.”
The video features different
voices from across the
denomination discussing what it
means to do church together.
Watch it here: mennoniteusa.org/
better-together
Mennonite Church USA has
created a new role focused on
racial/ethnic engagement and
announced several other staff
transitions. Sue Park-Hur, the
newly appointed director of racial/
ethnic engagement, will work with
the various racial/ethnic entities
within MC USA, support the
program agencies in this work
and help denominational leaders
to define diversity, equity and
inclusion goals, standards and
desired outcomes. Read more
here: mennoniteusa.org/newposition-transitions

AMBS
Journey: A Missional
Leadership Development
Program. Encourage someone
you know who has gifts for
ministry to check out this
distance-friendly non-degree
AMBS program! Journey
supports learners as they explore
spiritual leadership in their local
churches and communities and
deepen their understanding of
Anabaptist theology and ministry
with a dedicated mentor. The Fall
2022 cohort begins Sept. 9;
those who apply by July 12 can
save $100! ambs.edu/journey
AMBS Trees of Life Retreat:
June 3–4 (Friday at AMBS;
Saturday at Camp Friedenswald).
Janeen Bertsche Johnson, MDiv,
will weave together study of
biblical texts about trees;
understanding of trees as
organisms and within
ecosystems; ecological issues;
and spiritual practices. For one
hour academic credit ($560 total)
or noncredit ($60 total). Friday
supper, Saturday lunch included.
(Lodging not included.) Register
by May 27. ambs.edu/trees

MCC
Multicultural Peace Collaborative for young adults: The 2nd
annual Multicultural Peace Collaboration is bringing together
young leaders from various
backgrounds, communities and
ethnicities to learn from one
another, understand justice and
move towards reconciliation. Join
us for this experience of Christcentered peacemaking as we are
immersed in local and historical
Latinx contexts while journeying
from San Diego to Fresno,
California, on June 14-22. More
information and registration:
mailchi.mp/93b2f1e07d8d/
mpc2022
MCC Webinar: Gardening for
good: Creation care tips for
your backyard and stories
from Bolivia, May 26 at 8 p.m.
We’ll explore what it looks like to
care for the planet, from our own
backyards to remote Bolivian
communities. Join us to learn
gardening and conservation tips
in your own garden, then travel
south to hear incredible stories
from MCC’s projects in Bolivia.
Register here: mcc.org/mccvirtual-visits

Want to engage in creation care and climate action by planting trees?
All genders and ages 18+ are invited to help plant 300 trees at the
Mishawaka toll plaza along the Indiana Toll Road on Friday morning, May
20. Contact Steve Thomas at SteveT@MennoniteMen.org to help with this
project. Learn more about JoinTrees at mennonitemen.org/jointrees.

Resources
Join peacemakers Jonathan and
Sarah Nahar for the Stir Up Peace
webinar, Monday, June 6 at 7 p.m.
on Zoom and Facebook Live. Learn
more about this exciting curriculum
that’s perfect study material for your
organization, small group or Sunday
school class. Register on Zoom for
this event, or follow us on Facebook
and to be notified when the
broadcast goes live! Can’t make the
broadcast date? No problem!
Registration on Zoom guarantees
you access to the event recording
that can be streamed on-demand
after the live date.

Embracing Beloved Community, is
a seven-week biblical study for
Sunday School classes or other
groups to dive into the ways God
calls the church to embrace diversity.
The curriculum is designed for
congregations new to this topic to
journey together in an exploration of
the sin of racism and Christ’s vision
for the Kingdom of God on Earth.

Peaceful Practices - Conflict is a
normal part of life. It arises in our
workplaces, in our churches and with
our families. To help people to learn
to work through divisive issues, MCC
Fear Not - MCC U.S. and RAWtools U.S. has produced a new adult
have partnered on a Sunday School Sunday school curriculum, Peaceful
Practices: A guide to healthy
curriculum that will help
congregations consider the balance communication in conflict. It
of physical safety with a commitment invites churchgoers to follow Jesus’
call to peacemaking through
to nonviolence in the face of active
dialogue with each other.
violence.

Thank You
Relief, Development and
Podcast - Civil war in Ethiopia
While it has barely made the
news, the northern part of
Ethiopia has entered its 17th
month of civil war. In this episode
we hear from two Ethiopians–
Asiyah Mohammed, a
pastoralist, who fled the Afar
region after a shell landed near
her home, and Desalegn Abebe
Ejo, a pastor from Addis Ababa
who travels to the conflict zones
to supply emergency relief.

Please accept sincere thanks from Mennonite Central Committee
and our partners in Ukraine for your recent donation to respond to
this crisis. Your gifts are being used immediately to alleviate the
suffering of some of the most vulnerable folks affected by this war.
MCC’s church partners are providing emergency shelter, hot meals
and food baskets, cash assistance, medicine, transportation, and
other essential items to Internally Displaced People and conflictaffected families as an outreach of their ministry. Additionally, MCC
is sending five shipments of material resources to Ukraine which
will include a mix of relief kits, hygiene kits, infant care kits,
comforters as well as canned meat, offering a tangible sign to people
that they are not forgotten. Please visit mcc.org for updated stories
from Ukraine. Thank you for your part in sharing God’s love and
compassion with the vulnerable people of Ukraine in the name of
Christ.
– Les Gustafson-Zook, MCC Great Lakes

