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This Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Worship
10:30 a.m. - Nurture classes for
all ages

Welcome Team
Greeters: Jon. & Mary Ann
Wieand
Ushers: Glenn Reinford,
Dennis Myers
Audiovisuals: Colin Berkey,
Jordan Kauffman
This Week at Waterford
Wednesday
9:00 a.m. VBS
6:30 p.m. Gifts Discernment
MT via Zoom
Thursday
9:00 a.m. VBS
Friday
9:00 a.m. VBS
Zoom prayers Monday - 8:30
a.m., Thursday - 8:00 p.m.
Waterford Mennonite Church
65975 State Road 15
Goshen, IN 46526
Phone 574-533-5642
office@waterfordchurch.org
www.waterfordchurch.org

WMC Kindergarten Class Retreat
Sunday May 22, 2022

By JD Smucker
It was a balmy Sunday noon when we loaded up the car with a couple
booster seats and headed to our Class Retreat. Charlie Lehman and
Nathaniel Snyder provided good conversation and company as we
travelled to a patch of grass near the Murray Street red bridge along
the canal. Once we arrived, we jumped out of the car and ran to build
a fire. It took a while to get started since it was windy (Love is
patient), and it seemed as though the wind always blew the smoke in
Charlie's eyes, regardless of where he sat. Hot dogs, watermelon, and
chips followed as we ate together. Only one hot dog was dropped on
the ground, but someone cleaned it up and it was fine (Love is kind).

After lunch there was plenty of time to climb trees, ride scooters, run,
play soccer, and go on a scavenger hunt. When you are in
Kindergarten and your name is Charlie or Nathaniel, you have lots of
energy that needs to get out. Our scavenger hunt led us to the
Shanklin Park playground where there are a lot of things to climb.
Beth followed Nathaniel and JD followed Charlie. Well, lets say they
tried to follow and keep up, but they weren't quick enough most of the
time.
Once we were back around the fire near the red bridge, we played a
bit more before hopping in the booster seats for the ride home. We

Life at Waterford
Last Sunday Attendance
Worship – 198
Nurture Hour – 185
Finances – May 15, 2022
Operating Fund:
$5,217.50
Mennonite Education: $2,445.00
Either Fund:
$3,420.00
Budget subtotal:
$11,082.50
MCC SALT
Sharing Fund
Jubilee Fund
Total:

Charlie, JD and Nathaniel

$1,200.00
$50.00
$55.00
$12,387.50

Nathaniel
like our Kindergarten Sunday school
class. There are lots of smiles. And the
hugs are free. (Love never ends) 1
Corinthians 13. 4, “Love is patient, Love
is Kind, Love never ends” is our
scripture for the month. (Editors note:
JD & Beth Smucker are the teachers for
the Kindergarten Class.)

Looking Ahead
June 5: Sermon: Cindy Voth;
VBS Sunday
June 12: Sermon: Deron
Bergstresser; Faces of Our
Faith:
Daughters of Zelophehad
Pastoral Team
Cindy Voth, Team Leader
Monday - Thursday
Deron Bergstresser, Senior
Adults
Tuesday - Thursday
Frances Ringenberg, Interim
Melissa Chupp, Interim
Katie Misz, on Sabbatical

Office hours this week
Monday, Office closed
Wed, Thurs
9-12, 1-3
Tues, Friday
9-12

The Waterford Buzz is published
weekly for members of Waterford
Mennonite Church. Items for
inclusion should be given to the
editor by 5 p.m. Tuesday
preceding publication.
Janet Shoemaker,
Editor
buzz@waterfordchurch.org

Charlie

Waterford Announcements
Listening Tour signup: Cindy, Deron and Frances have now added June
availability to their online calendars. Choose a pastor to meet with, click on
his or her calendar link below, and select the day, time, and the location for
your meeting.
Pastor Cindy: https://calendly.com/pastorcindy/listeningtour
Pastor Deron: https://calendly.com/waterford-listening-tour/pastorderon
Pastor Frances: https://calendly.com/mfrancesvr/listeningtour
Praying for MCUSA during the delegate sessions. A fire will be burning
in our fire pit during discussion and voting times. There will be no scheduled
joint prayer service, but below are the times when the space will be held:
 Saturday, May 28 from 12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m.
 Sunday, May 29 from 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon (and 3:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.)
 Monday, May 30 from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Printed prayer resources will be available to use if you wish. Come and stay
as long as you like and leave when you want.
The all-ages nurture class in the pavilion starts June 5. This summer
Sunday school class will give opportunities to connect and share stories
across age groups. There will even be a couple of drum circles and group
games interspersed throughout the summer! Talk to Melissa Chupp, Mariko
Claassen, or Helen Bowman for more details. The class will be even more
meaningful if people from all generations jump in, so do not be shy!!
Salt & Light weekly reflection and teaching video for May 29.

Stephen Minister Applications of Interest Deadline Nearing

Mennonite Church USA

Waterford Mennonite Church’s Stephen Leaders are recruiting
persons to train this fall to serve as Stephen Minsters. If you have
taken an Application of Interest, the Stephen Leaders welcome
receiving completed applications (in-person or mailbox) by
Sunday, May 29th. If you were unable to attend the May 8th SM
Information Session, and/or have interest in exploring being a
Stephen Minister at some point in the future please contact
Stephen Leaders Mel or Lorna Claassen, Liz Gingrich or Bill Minter
and they can provide documents that were distributed during the
earlier information session. If you are still uncertain of your intent,
or have not yet been provided an application, please talk to any one
of them.
-the WMC Stephen Leader Team

Mennonite Church USA is
holding a Special Session of the
Delegate Assembly in Kansas
City, Missouri, May 27-30. Pray
that delegates have open and
discerning hearts, as they make
decisions
that
affect
the
denomination.

Donate
Dear Waterford,
The Rios family was involved in the shooting tragedy on Saturday
afternoon. There is a fundraising effort to help with funeral
expenses for Richard, who was a junior at Bethany Christian
Schools, who was killed on Saturday. We, the pastoral team, made a
donation to the fundraising effort on behalf of all of us at Waterford
Mennonite Church. You may make additional contributions via the
fundraising page as you feel led. We continue to invite your prayers
for all involved and impacted by this local tragedy.
With prayers and hope,
Cindy for Pastoral Team
https://www.facebook.com/
donate/1654862178223042/2173137389526770/

Upcoming Community Events
Goshen Community Chorale is performing Handel’s Messiah, Parts
2 & 3, on June 5, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at Sauder Hall, Goshen College.
Admission is free, a freewill offering will be received.
Pathways Retreat’s third annual silent auction fundraiser will be
held from June 18 - 25. Bidding will begin at 8 a.m. on June 18 and
end at 4 p.m. on June 25. The Retreat House will be open from 3:00 5:30 on June 25 for items to be viewed in person and picked up.
Purchased items can also be picked up at a later date upon
arrangement with one of the co-directors. This is a great opportunity to
support Pathways Retreat by bidding on or donating items. If you have
an item you’d like to donate, please contact Linda by June 13.

The next Women Doing Theology
Conference of Mennonite
Church USA’s Women in
Leadership has been postponed
until Fall 2023 (dates and
location to be announced). After
prayerful discernment, the
committee decided that hosting
the event in 2023 would allow
space for planners to develop a
more equitable, accessible and
inclusive in-person event. For
more information on Women in
Leadership,
visit mennoniteusa.org/wil

In his blog rooted in Luke 19:42,
Naun Lucoer Cerrato, founder of
Piedra Viva Mennonite Church,
Elkhart, Indiana, writes that we
are so excited to see the death of
an enemy that we miss what
Jesus was trying to do in building
a spiritual kingdom. Read more
here: mennoniteusa.org/shouldbring-peace

“If the conditions or requirements
of hospitality are that the stranger
be familiar to us, then are we
truly willing to welcome the
stranger?” write Daniela LazaroManalo and Hannah MarkeyRoberts. In their blog, they
address the systematic
immigration issues at the
southern border of the United
States in relation to Ukrainian
refugee resettlement initiatives.
Read more
here: mennoniteusa.org/
welcoming-white-stranger

Mennonite Church USA
When Jason Kauffman,
director of Mennonite Church
USA Archives, was asked to
create a Mennonite women’s
history timeline, h e s aw i t
as an opportunity to learn
more about Mennonite
history. That’s when he faced
questions and doubts about
the different historical
aspects of this project and
his role as historian. Read
his blog
here: mennoniteusa.org/onhistory-humility
Heidi Regier Kreider,
conference minister for
Western District Conference,
contemplates what it means
to be a follower of Jesus in
times of war. Read h er
reflections
here: mennoniteusa.org/
lament-face-of-war

MMN
Following Jesus means
seeking God's kingdom and
righteousness, but we can't
use violence to do it. With
nonviolent direct action, we
can create the change that
God is calling us to make.
Join peacemakers Jonathan
and Sarah Nahar for the Stir
Up Peace webinar an d
learn more about this exciting
curriculum that's perfect
study material for your
organization, small group or
Sunday school class. The
webinar will take place on
Monday, June 6 at 7 pm
EST. Register on Zoom for
this event, or follow us on
Facebook to be notified when
the broadcast goes live.
Registration on Zoom
guarantees you access to the
event recording that can be
streamed on-demand after
the live date.

Opportunities
Summer Camps for Kids Do you have or know kids wanting to participate
in fun summer activities? Goshen College is offering a variety of summer
camps for kids of all ages interested in athletics, science, music, technology
and arts. This is a great opportunity for kids to learn something new and
build new friendships! For many of the camps, GC will provide
transportation between Elkhart and Goshen, as well as meals, and cost
waivers for eligible households. Learn more and sign up at goshen.edu/
summercamps.
Parents of LGBTQ+ children. Berkey Avenue Mennonite Fellowship has
started a group for parents or guardians of LGBTQ+ children in Goshenarea Mennonite congregations. This group is meant to provide mutual
support and to build resources for LGBTQ+ youth in our local congregations
and community. For more information or to express an interest in joining,
please contact Sarah Morrison at sjhigley@gmail.com.

Donate
MCC is in need of material resources: MCC is resuming shipments of
material resources to Ukraine. Five containers of emergency supplies are
being shipped to Ukraine in the next few months with more planned for later
in the year. With this increase in demand for supplies for Ukraine and other
countries around the world, MCC’s inventory of material resources is getting
low. We need comforters and relief, hygiene, school, dignity, infant care and
sewing kits, as well as soap and towels. Your donations will provide
relief and a tangible sign of hope to people in Ukraine and other difficult
situations around the world. Go to mcc.org/kits for information on needed

We invite you to be in prayer for our VBS starting on Wednesday,
June 1. Children ages 4 to current 5th graders will meet from 9
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday, and 9 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. on Friday.
Contact Mariko Claassen with questions or to register a child at
marikomc@gmail.com.

This year’s theme is Passport to Peace. The curriculum explains
“in a world that is too often divided by race, class, ethnicity, and
country of origin, Passport to Peace is a reminder that the love of
God and the way of peace transcend all boarders and divisions.”
We will learn to listen to and learn from people who are different, to
care for those who are hungry, thirsty, and sick, and to refuse to
respond to conflict with violence.

