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This Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Worship

10:30 a.m. - Nurture hour—
Classes for all ages
6:30 p.m. - Ice Cream Social

Welcome Team

Greeters: Jon. & Mary Ann
Wieand

Ushers: Dennis Myers, Carla
Miller, Ken Otto

Audiovisuals: Shawn Stutzman,
Jeff Claassen

This Week at Waterford

Monday
7:15 p.m. - MLC / Rm 37
Zoom prayers

Monday - 8:30 a.m.
Thursday - 8:00 p.m.

Waterford Mennonite Church
65975 State Road 15

Goshen, IN 46526

Phone 574-533-5642
office@waterfordchurch.org
www.waterfordchurch.org

August 24, 2025

[ Jae Walterere Bilze

Meet & Greet with the Pastors
Cindy Voth, for the pastoral team

We are delighted and grateful for the arrival of new faces in our faith
community! We, the pastoral team, would like to officially meet you!
Pastors Deron, Katie, and I will be available during the noon potluck on
September 7 to meet you and to answer any questions you might have
about Waterford. This time would also allow you to meet other recent
new attenders at Waterford.

You are invited to be at the front of the line for the potluck! Then just
bring your lunch to the MYF room (just beyond the mailboxes on the
left). We are excited that you are here and look forward to learning to
know you and receiving the gift of hearing your stories!


http://www.waterfordchurch.org

Life at Waterford

Last Sunday Attendance
Worship - 243
Nurture Hour - 247

Finances — August 24, 2025
Operating Fund $8,443.04
Mennonite Education $4,240.00

Either Fund $5,535.00
Budget Total $18,218.04
Least Coin Fund $68.10
Four Way Mission $550.00
Welcome Spaces $200.00
Total $19,036.14

Looking Ahead
August 31: Sermon: Cindy

Voth; The Lord’s Prayer
(Matthew 6:11)

September 7: Sermon: Deron
Bergstresser; Lord’s Prayer
(Matthew 6:12)

Pastoral Team
Cindy Voth, Pastoral Team
Leader
Monday - Thursday
Deron Bergstresser
Tuesday - Friday
Katie Misz
Monday - Thursday

Out of Office
Janet Shoemaker - August 25 -
September 3

Office hours this week
Monday Closed
Tuesday - Thursday

9-12,1-3
Friday 9-12

The Waterford Buzz is published
weekly for members of Waterford
Mennonite Church. Items for
inclusion should be given to the
editor by 5 p.m. Tuesday
preceding publication.

Janet Shoemaker, Editor
buzz@waterfordchurch.org

Dwelling in the Word Giving

On August 31 we will continue with our study of the Lord’s Prayer as
we focus on “give us this day our daily bread.” As we consider our
need for daily bread, we also consider our neighbors’ need for daily
bread. We invite you to bring items to share with our local neigh-
bors through the food pantry at the Center for Healing and Hope.
There will be a table in the foyer on August 24 and 31 where you can
place your gifts. Requested items include:

Any kind of dry beans (black, red, pinto, etc.)

Lentils

White rice

Pasta or mac and cheese

Maseca corn flour

Breakfast cereals

Cooking Oils

Salt

Canned fruit

Applesauce

Nuts

Peanut butter

Protein or granola bars

Canned tuna or chicken (with pull off top)

Canned ready-to-eat soups

Baby food

Thank you

Olga Paukova, a friend from Ukraine, has joined Mennonite Women to
share her quilting skills. This past week she told us about a phone call
from her friend who still lives in Ukraine. The friend’s granddaughter
had just received a school kit from MCC and was so excited to have
school supplies. Olga and her husband volunteer at The Depot each
week and are happy to be helping on this end of the exchange.

A BIG thanks to each of you who contributed in some way to the school
kit project. Also, special thanks to Diane Bodiker for seeing that bags
were available and getting helpers to transport the bags to the Resource
Center. The Waterford Church family provided 290 kits toward MCC’s
goal of 25,000 kits this year. Deep appreciation for your generosity! I will
try to let you know when MCC reaches their goal.

Joyce Bontrager, Mennonite Women President



Waterford Announcements

This Sunday:

e The fall Gifts Discernment ballot was placed in your box last week.
We will be collecting them in the basket on the table outside the church
office. Look for extra ballots on the table under the mailboxes or on the
table by the kiosk in the front foyer. All ballots are due this Sunday,
August 24.

e Join us at the church this Sunday at 6:30 p.m. for an ice cream social.
Ice cream will be provided. There will be a dairy free option. Bring a
topping to share and lawn chairs or a blanket to sit on. Sign up at the
participation station today.

e Fall Elective. Sheldon Swartz will be leading this elective on Anthony
de Mello’s book, The Way to Love. De Mello seeks to break through
illusions which he believes are the greatest obstacle to love and insists
that seeing others as they really are is what frees us to love. There is a
copy of the book attached to the signup sheet at the participation
station. If you are interested in joining this elective, sign up today. We
will need a minimum of six people. For more information, see the July
13 Buzz.

If you are interested in learning the Lord’s Prayer in American Sign
Language during our Dwelling in the Word series, here is a good tutorial
created by a local Presbyterian pastor: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=zQo p7Zu2nc&t=628s. You can also watch and learn from the weekly
videos by Naomi Ross Richer. Here is last week’s video and this week’s
video. Each week we will add the video that corresponds with the sermon
topic.

If you would be willing to drive college students to and from WMC on
Sunday mornings, please contact Katie Misz.

Upcoming Events

Attending the Pokagon Band pow wow is a great way to engage with
regional Potawatomi culture. The Kee Boon Mein Kaa Pow Wow will be
held August 30 & 31, 2025, at Rodgers Lake Campground in Dowagiac,
Michigan. Detailed information about the event can be found at https://
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/our-culture/kee-boon-mein-kaa-pow-wow/.
There is also a nice flyer with the schedule of events that you can download
at https://www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/wp-content/

uploads/2508 KeeBoonMainKaa-Flyer-Specials_LV.pdf. This is a very
enjoyable and welcoming event.

Fall events at Amigo

e Amigo Park Carry-in and Auction, August 30. Celebrate the
community and rich history of tent and RV camping at Amigo Park!
Bring a dish to share and place your bid on baked goods, quilts, home
decor, and other auction items! Proceeds from the auction support on-
going maintenance needs at Amigo Park.

MCUSA

On the final night of Mennonite
Church USA'’s national
convention, Follow Jesus '25,
MC USA and MennoMedia
hosted an Anabaptism at 500
party, in celebration of the
tradition’s 500th anniversary. The
event consisted of fellowship,
trivia and an attempt to read the
entire Bible in under 15 minutes.
Read more here:
mennoniteusa.org/anabaptism-

500-reception

Jessica Griggs, a freelance
writer and copy editor with the
MC USA communications team,
shares the experience of
collective camaraderie and
competition she witnessed at
the Anabaptism at 500
celebration on July 11 in
Greensboro, North Carolina.
Read about her experience here:
mennoniteusa.org/camaraderie-

competition
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AMBS

Online Practical Leadership
Training modules: Gain
leadership skills through
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical
Seminary’s affordable short-term
online modules! Upcoming
offerings include Leading
Intercultural Congregations in a
Fractured World; Leading
Engaging Weddings and
Funerals; and Anxiety and
Depression in Church Ministry.
CEUs available. Check out our
full list of modules!

The Soil and The Seed Project

Free community concert!
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 7 p.m.
Sauder Concert Hall, Goshen
College. This concert will feature
Seth Crissman and Greg Yoder
— founders of The Soil and The
Seed Project — as well as local
musicians from Bethany
Christian Schools, Goshen High
School, Goshen College and the
Elkhart County area. The Soil
and The Seed Project is a
community-supported ministry
that creates music, art and Little
Liturgies to nurture faith in Jesus
through the ordinary moments of
life. This free event is open to
the public and is hosted by
AMBS’s Faith Formation
Collaborative. Come listen, sing
along and get beautiful, free
resources!

¢ Amigo Bike Michiana, September 12-14. Join bikers of all ages and
abilities for a weekend of biking through the beautiful lake and farmland
of southern Michigan and northern Indiana. Choose shorter routes and
enjoy afternoons of family-oriented activities at main camp, or choose
longer routes while children are cared for by Amigo staff. Find more
information at AmigoCentre.org/bike. Register by August 29.

¢ Amigo Scrapbooking, Quilting, and Crafting Retreat, September 26
-28. Treat yourself to a weekend of intentional time spent on creative
projects, and let Amigo take care of the finer details! Extend the
weekend; arrive early and stay late. Register by September 12 at bit.ly/
AmigoReqistration.

Are you energized by the laughter and smiles of children enjoying good fun
with their friends and family? You can help bring on the joy at the kids’
carnival activities at the MCC Relief Sale this September! Anyone 12
years or older can sign up to run a game booth. Even better, get a group of
your best friends, small group, Sunday School class, sports team, or youth
group and sign up together to make it even more fun! Kids under the age of
12 are welcome to run a game with the help of an adult. Your gift of time will
make amazing memories while also helping kids learn about the work MCC
does around the world. Contact Kay Miller at kaylmiller5@gmail.com or
text 574-312-4130 with your name and preference for Friday, September 26
from 5:30-8:00 p.m. or Saturday, September 27 from 9:00-11:30 a.m.

Opportunities

MCC’s Seeking Shalom Peace Camp: Young adults ages 18-30 are
invited to explore the meaning of shalom as a wholistic sense of peace at
MCC's Seeking Shalom Peace Camp on November 1-8. The camp will
begin at Camp Friedenswald in Cassopolis, Michigan, on November 1-4,
diving deep into God’s word and into practical tools of peacebuilding. We
will dream possibilities of shalom for our communities and gain tools for
engaging conflict effectively. On November 5-8, we will transition to Grand
Rapids, Michigan, and participate in the Christian Community Development
Association’s (CCDA) annual conference. This is a rich opportunity to hear
from leaders across the country, connect with community development
organizations, experience worship and attend workshops. Learn more and
register by October 5 at mcc.org/seeking-shalom

MCC Peace Camp, September 21-27, 2025, Rocky Mountain Mennonite
Camp, Divide, Colorado. For young adults ages 18-30. This camp will work
on building a deeper understanding of trauma healing, restorative justice,
identity and power, among other topics that impact our communities. We will
explore these ideas from a Jesus-centered lens and consider how they can
be applied in our world to build God’s Kingdom here on Earth. All learning
will be collective and participatory, building off the experiences and insight
that each participant brings to the camp. Register here by August 31.
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